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Spring 2024 Semester 
Syllabus and Course Calendar


Course Number/Section/Title: 	ENG 209-CH1 : Robots & Cyborgs & Androids, Oh My! 	
Class Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00AM – 12:15PM
Class Location: 	Student Center 202
Finals Week Date/Time: Thursday, May 9, 10:30AM - 12:30PM

Instructor: Dr. Liz W Faber (they/them)						
Phone: Call or chat on MS Teams
Office Hours: 
· Drop-in Hours (no appointment needed): Tuesdays & Thursdays 12:30PM – 4:00PM
· Appointments: CLICK HERE to make an appointment for any available time Monday-Friday 10AM-5PM
E-mail address: 	efaber@dean.edu


Textbooks and Materials:

Required textbooks: 
· The Prey of Gods by Nicky Drayden
· Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro
· We, Robots by Sue Lange
· All other readings, screenings, and listenings will be posted to Canvas. 
Required materials: Please bring a laptop or tablet and charger with you to class each day. 

PLEASE NOTE: The sources with complete information about a course and its assignments are the course syllabus and the Canvas classroom site. Please consult course materials daily.

Course Catalog Description: 
In Robots and Cyborgs and Androids, Oh My! we will examine how artificial intelligence is represented in Science Fiction literature.  We will explore a range of Sci-Fi machines, from the friendly helper robot to the evil supercomputer. Through the assignments, we’ll discuss themes such as the nature of human intelligence, identity and technology, and the role of robotics in our everyday lives.  We’ll also look at how real-world AI researchers have historically faced the important ethical questions about how and whether we should create the types of thinking machines that Science Fiction presents. 

How This Course Fits Into your Dean Degree program/major: 
This course is a part of the All College Core and is an elective for Dean students. It addresses competences related to the overall Student Learning Goals, specifically Effective Communication, Global and Intercultural Fluency, and Critical Thinking and Creative Problem Solving Competencies.  

Course Objectives:   

By completing this course, you will be provided an opportunity to learn how to:

· Develop visual and textual literacy skills through the analysis of a range of Science Fiction texts and critical essays 
· Interpret Science Fiction representations of artificial intelligence within their historical, cultural, ethical, and scientific contexts
· Locate connections among today’s technology, historical discussions of robotics ethics, and Science Fiction representations
· Articulate interpretations of and ideas about a range of texts using clear logic and thorough evidence, both verbally and in writing
· Work collaboratively to articulate ideas about Science Fiction, using multiple communicative modalities
Course Grading:
Reading Responses: (40%)
Midterm Project: Comparative Analysis Narrated Presentation (20%)
Final Project: Original Robot Fiction Story (30%)
Final Project Live Presentation (10%)

Course Assessments and Assignments

Reading Responses (40%)
For each assigned reading, you will write at least 250 words in response to a given prompt, listed on Canvas with each assignment. Be sure to answer every part of the prompt, cite specific quotes and examples from the reading to support your claims, and use appropriate style and syntax for the academic context. While Responses make up a significant part of your grade, they should be considered low-stakes assignments designed to hold you accountable for the reading and help you collect your thoughts about a reading before class. Because of this, it’s imperative that you make every effort to complete your Responses BEFORE class. 

On occasion, we will complete activities in class that will count toward your Reading Response grade. If you do not attend class that day, you may not earn credit for the activity. 

Reading Responses will be graded based on completion. 

Midterm Project: Comparative Analysis Narrated Presentation (20%)
In the comparative analysis presentation, you will compare and contrast two fictional robots, at least one of which must be from a text we have covered in class. You should incorporate ample textual evidence to support your claims. The presentation must be pre-recorded using the narration function in PowerPoint. Please be sure to cite all sources, both in text and in a Works Cited slide. 

The goals of the Comparative Analysis are to demonstrate understanding of the key themes and tropes of the robot fiction genre as well as practice using primary sources in an academic project. The assignment will be graded holistically using a rubric. Please see the full prompt sheet for additional details. 

Final Project: Original Robot Fiction Story (30%)
Drawing on the themes and tropes we have discussed in class this semester, you will write your own original story about a fictional robot. You may write it in the form of a short story, a poem, a play, or a comic/graphic novel. In addition, you will annotate your project to explain which texts inspired your story and how you incorporated various themes and tropes. 

The goal of the Original Robot Fiction Story is to demonstrate understanding of key course concepts through the creative process. The assignment will be graded holistically using a rubric. Please see the full prompt sheet for additional details. 

Final Project Live Presentation (10%)
In the last weeks of the semester, you will give a short (5-8 minute) presentation in which you explain what you did for your final project and analyze how you incorporated various themes and tropes we learned about in class. You must incorporate concepts from at least 2 of the secondary sources we have read this semester to help define key themes and support your claims. 

The goals of the Final Project Presentation are to demonstrate understanding of the key themes and tropes of the robot fiction genre, practice using both primary and secondary sources, and reflect academically on your creative work. Presentations will be graded holistically using a rubric. Please see the full prompt sheet for additional details. 

Extra Credit
You may earn up to 5 points toward the final grade by reading one of the books or watching one of the movies on the approved extra credit list posted to Canvas, then writing a 3-5 page essay analyzing what the robot(s) represent in the text.  

Reading Days and Finals Week

Reading Days
At Dean College, reading days are the three days before finals week. These days are set aside for students to read, write, study, and prepare for the final assignments and activities in courses. Your instructor will be available all day Monday to answer questions, concerns, or freak-outs about your final work. 

Finals Week Class Meeting
There is no final exam in this course; however, we will meet during finals week in our regular classroom for the 2-hour block listed in this syllabus. If you attend this final meeting, you will be marked present and earn credit for the activities completed during this time. If you choose not to attend, you will be marked absent, and you will not earn credit for the assignments completed in the classroom. This is non-negotiable, regardless of travel plans.  

Late Work Policy:  

Every assignment in this course builds on every previous assignment, so it is vital that you submit all work on time. However, sometimes life happens, so all deadlines are flexible only if you communicate with your instructor prior to the deadline using the following email template. You do not need to offer an excuse, but you do need to provide a reasonable estimate (within a week) of when you are able to complete the assignment. If you do not communicate in writing ahead of the deadline, you will earn no credit for the assignment. (Exceptions will be made on a case-by-case basis for emergencies that prevent you from communicating, such as power outages or illness.) 

Please note that perfectionism is not a valid excuse for late work! Turning in something is infinitely better than turning in nothing!  

Email template to request an extension:

Dear Dr. Faber, 

I would like to request an extension in [Course Name and Section] for [name of assignment]. The original due date is [date/time], and I can complete it by [date/time]. 

Thank you, 
[your name]

Technology Use

Artificial Intelligence:  Unless otherwise specified in assignment instructions, you are welcome and encouraged to use artificial intelligence platforms such as ChatGPT ONLY for pre-writing (outlining, understanding challenging readings, defining terminology), brainstorming, and locating sources. You should not use AI to produce your assignments or otherwise perform tasks that you are expected to be able to do or learn to do on your own. In short, you are here to learn, not to cut corners. ChatGPT isn’t taking this course; you are. Please take that responsibility seriously.

Your instructor will make every effort to be transparent in describing why you must complete each assignment, what skills you will develop, and what contexts it is appropriate to use AI as a tool for completing the assignments. 

Laptops: This course is technology-dependent, so you should bring a laptop/tablet and charger to every class session. Please remember that anyone sitting near you can see what’s on your screen, and it’s unfair to distract them by browsing the internet, playing games, or otherwise using your device for non-class purposes.  

Smartphones: Please turn your phone on silent and put it in your bag for the duration of the class period. If your instructor has to ask you to put your phone away more than twice in a class period, you will be asked to leave for the day. This is not a punishment, but an acknowledgement that you are not in the head space to participate in the class session. 

Attendance and Participation

1. Attendance: You are expected to arrive on time and be prepared for each and every class session, unless you are sick or have some other engagement that you cannot miss. 

Do not come to class if you are sick, physically or mentally. Take care of your body and mind by resting when you need it!
Missing class for any reason will count as an absence. There are no excused absences in this course. 

You may take up to 6 absences with no questions asked. If you arrive to class after roll has been called, you will be counted as absent, unless you have notified your instructor ahead of time.

If you cannot come to class or you know you will be arriving late, please notify the instructor by e-mail or Teams message. Communication is key here—you do not ever have to explain why you’re missing class, but your instructor wants to make sure that you are safe and receiving the care you need, so please be in touch. 

If you do need to miss class, it is your responsibility to notify your instructor, download any missed assignments from Canvas, and get lecture/discussion notes from a classmate. Missing class does not excuse you from submitting the assigned homework in a timely fashion.

Email template to notify your instructor of an absence:

Dear Dr. Faber, 

I am unable to come to [Course, Section] today, [date]. [Insert reasoning only if you feel comfortable sharing.] I will check the syllabus/Canvas for any missed notes and assignments as well as check in with a classmate for notes. 

I have already submitted my homework due today OR I will submit the homework due today by [date/time]. 

Thank you,
[your name]

2. Participation: Participation includes the completion of all assigned readings/screenings/listenings, any in-class and online discussion, in-class writing, activities, or quizzes, peer review assignments, and attendance in individual and/or group conferences with your instructor.  All assigned readings should be completed before coming to class so that you can participate fully in class discussions. You are, of course, not required to like everything you read, but you should be able to respond to and discuss it in a clear, critical fashion. 

Your participation will not be graded so you have the space to be as active or inactive as you need in the classroom. However, please keep in mind that learning is an active process, and the benefit of being in a small class at a small college is that you have the ability to ask questions, engage in hands-on activities, and explore important ideas. Take advantage of the opportunity! 
Other Important Information

1. Academic Honesty:  All Dean College students are expected to understand the meaning of academic honesty, and to behave in accordance with the College’s policies on academic honesty as published in the online student code of conduct.  

2. Accessibility and Accommodations:  Dean College is committed to a diverse, equitable, and inclusive environment. If you are experiencing difficulties accessing course work which interrupts your learning experience, Accessibility Services can provide resources and/or reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities, as granted in the ADA. Early planning is essential, so please feel free to make any matters known as soon as possible. Contact the Accessibility Services Office at 508-541-1942 or accessibility@dean.edu. See your professor if you need assistance contacting the Accessibility Services Office.

3. Credit Hour:  Dean College complies fully with the New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE) definition of a credit hour: a credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutional established equivalence that reasonably approximates not less than:  (1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester hour of credit, or ten to twelve weeks for one-quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time; or (2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours.

4. Recording Policy:
a. Dean College strictly prohibits students from any photographing, videotaping or other recording of all or any portion of any class without the express permission, in advance, from the presiding faculty member. This means that students may not take pictures, record video images or make any audio recording of any portion of a class, lecture, lab, seminar or other academic exercise without the express permission, in advance, of the professor. This also means that students may not upload or distribute any such picture, video image or audio recording of a class session without the express permission, in advance, of the professor. Any permission to make or use any such recording shall be strictly limited to the specific purpose for which that permission is granted. Any request for permission to make recordings as a disability accommodation must be presented, in advance, to the Accessibility Services Office. Students who violate this policy or who aid or encourage another person in violating this policy will be subject to discipline up to and including dismissal. For the full policy, please see the current Dean College Academic Catalog.
b. In recognition of possible technical interruptions online, synchronous class sessions will be recorded and will be posted to Canvas, and only be available for students enrolled in that class. All recordings will be deleted at the end of the term. Students are permitted to view these recordings for educational purposes only, as related solely to this class. Students are expressly prohibited from posting, publishing, quoting from or forwarding, in whole or in part, these recordings. 

5. Changes:  Please note that this syllabus is subject to change.  

Course Outline (subject to change)
All assignments are due by class time on the date listed in the syllabus below. 
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	Topic
	Complete Prior to Class

	Week 1

	T 1/23
	Intro to Robots & Science Fiction
	· None! 

	Th 1/25
	Early Robots
	· Read R.U.R. Act 1 & 2 (or Prologue & Act 1, depending on version)
· Write Response 1

	Week 2

	T 1/30
	Early Robots
	· Read R.U.R. Act 3 & Epilogue (or Acts 2 & 3, depending on version)
· Write Response 2

	Th 2/1
	Golden Age: Pulp Magazines
	· Read “The Infinite Brain” by John C. Campbell
· Write Response 3

	Week 3

	T 2/6
	Golden Age: Asimov’s Three Laws
	· Read “Runaround” by Isaac Asimov
· Write Response 4

	Th 2/8
	Killer AI: Cold War Anxieties
	· Read “I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream” by Harlan Ellison
· Write Response 5

	Week 4

	T 2/13
	Killer AI: HAL 9000 + Intro to Midterm
	· None!

	Th 2/15
	Killer AI: HAL 9000
	· Read “When HAL Kills, Who’s to Blame? Computer Ethics” by Daniel C. Dennett
· Write Response 6

	Week 5

	T 2/20
	Killer Robots: The Prey of Gods
	· Read The Prey of Gods by Nicki Drayden, Part I (chs. 1-8)
· Write Response 7

	Th 2/22
	Killer Robots: TPoG
	· Read The Prey of Gods, Part II (chs. 9-16)
· Write Response 8

	Week 6

	T 2/27
	Killer Robots: TPoG
	· Read The Prey of Gods, Part III (chs. 17-25)
· Write Response 9

	Th 2/29
	Killer Robots: TPoG
	· Read The Prey of Gods, Part IV (chs. 26-37)
· Write Response 10

	Week 7

	T 3/5
	Killer Robots: TPoG
	· Read The Prey of Gods, first half of Part V (chs. 38-48)
· Midterm Project Due
· (No Reading Response)

	R 3/7
	Killer Robots: TPoG
	· Read The Prey of Gods, second half of Part V (chs. 49-59)
· Write Response 11

	Spring Break

	T 3/12
	Spring Break
	· RECHARGE YOUR BATTERIES!

	Th 3/14
	Spring Break
	· RECHARGE YOUR BATTERIES!

	Week 8

	T 3/19
	Robot Rights: Measure of a Man
	· None! 

	Th 3/21
	Robot Rights: Japanese vs. US Culture
	· Read excerpt from Robo Sapiens Japanicus by Jennifer Robertson
· Write Response 12

	Week 9

	T 3/26
	Robot Rights: Spirituality
	· NO CLASS: DR. FABER IS AT A CONFERENCE
· Complete activities on Canvas

	Th 3/28
	The Singularity
	· NO CLASS: DR. FABER IS AT A CONFERENCE
· Complete activities on Canvas

	Week 10

	T 4/2
	The Singularity: Transhumanism
	· Read We Robots by Sue Lange, pp. 1-49
· Write Response 13

	Th 4/4
	The Singularity: Transhumanism
	· Read We Robots by Sue Lange, pp. 49-end
· Write Response 14

	Week 11

	T 4/9
	Friendly Robots?
	· Read “Cat Pictures, Please” by Naomi Kritzer
· Write Response 15

	Th 4/11
	Friendly Robots: Klara and the Sun
	· Read Klara and the Sun, Part 1
· Write Response 16

	Week 12

	T 4/16
	Friendly Robots: Klara and the Sun
	· Read Klara and the Sun, Part 2
· Write Response 17

	Th 4/18
	Friendly Robots: Klara and the Sun
	· Read Klara and the Sun, Part 3
· Write Response 18

	Week 13

	T 4/23
	Friendly Robots: Klara and the Sun
	· Read Klara and the Sun, Part 4
· Write Response 19

	Th 4/25
	Friendly Robots: Klara and the Sun
	· Read Klara and the Sun, Parts 5 & 6
· Write Response 20

	Week 14

	T 4/30
	In Class Work Day
	· None! 

	Th 5/2
	Final Project Presentations
	· Final Project Due
· Final Project Presentation PowerPoint Due

	Week 15

	Th 5/9 10:30-12:30
	Final Project Presentations + Reflection
	· None! 
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