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ENG 358-1: True Crime [image: ]

Fall 2023 Semester 
Syllabus and Course Calendar

Course Number/Section/Title: 		ENG 358-1 : True Crime
Class Time: 				Tuesdays/Thursdays 11:00AM – 12:15PM
Class Location: 				Library Learning Commons 330
Finals Week Date/Time: 		Tuesday, December 12, 10:30AM – 12:30PM

Instructor: Dr. Liz W Faber (they/them)						
Phone: Call or chat on MS Teams
Office Hours: 
· Drop-in Hours (no appointment needed): 
· Mondays: 11:30AM-1:30PM
· Tuesdays: 12:30PM-1:30PM
· Wednesdays: No drop-in hours
· Thursdays: 12:30PM-1:30PM; 3:30pm-5:00PM
· Fridays: 11:30AM-1:30PM
· Appointments: CLICK HERE to make an appointment for any available time Monday-Friday 10AM-5PM
E-mail address: 	efaber@dean.edu

Textbooks and Materials:

Required textbooks: 

1. In Cold Blood by Truman Capote
2. Helter Skelter by Vincent Bugliosi & Curt Gentry
3. The Stranger Beside Me by Ann Rule
4. Better, Not Bitter by Yusef Salaam
You may use any edition of these books. All other assigned materials will be provided on Canvas. 

Required materials: laptop/tablet and charger, Microsoft Word (available free with Dean e-mail address), consistent internet access

PLEASE NOTE: The sources with complete information about a course and its assignments are the course syllabus and the Canvas classroom site. Please consult course materials daily.

Course Catalog Description: 

This course examines the true crime genre, through print, documentaries, and podcasts. Throughout the semester, we will encounter a variety of types of crimes and criminals, from cold cases to serial killers to wrongful convictions. We will consider what these real-life stories teach us about the nature of truth, media ethics, and law. We will also compare and contrast themes, archetypes, and storytelling techniques used across media to make up the true crime genre as we know it today. Prerequisite English 112 and junior or senior standing, or permission of the Dean of the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Offered in the Fall semester of every odd year. 

How This Course Fits Into your Dean Degree program/major: 

The prerequisite for this course is junior or senior standing, or permission of the Dean of the School of Liberal Arts. This course may be used to fulfill an upper-division requirement for English majors. It counts as a Period Literature Elective or as an English Major Elective. This course may also be used to fulfill an Upper Division Liberal Arts elective for all majors except English.

Course Learning Goals:   

By completing this course, you will be provided an opportunity to learn how to:

	Dean College Student Learning Goals 
	Aligned Program Learning Goals 
	Aligned Course Learning Goals 
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	Critical Thinking 
And Creative Problem Solving 
Research and connect information from multiple, credible, valid sources and perspectives to critically evaluate and creatively solve problems or advance innovations 
	Integrate research ethically, using both qualitative and quantitative analysis to create reliable, authoritative, and/or scholarly texts. 
	Research and use appropriate primary and scholarly secondary sources 
 
Analyze scholarly perspectives in the true crime genre by synthesizing scholarly secondary sources 
 
Construct an argument about a topic in nonfiction writing, media ethics, and/or law, using primary and secondary evidence 
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	Global and Intercultural Fluency 
Demonstrate awareness and respect for commonalities across and differences between identities, cultures, experiences, and/or global origins. 
	Interpret literature with nuance, demonstrating sensitivity to the diverse historical, cultural, and social conditions from which the work emerges. 
	Demonstrate an understanding of true crime cultural product, at the intersection of media and law.  
 
Examine the historical and cultural influence of nonfiction media in both constructing and critiquing ideologies of truth and justice in the legal system.  
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	Effective Communication 
Exchange thoughts and ideas clearly and effectively in written, oral, and visual forms while demonstrating audience awareness. 
	Write with an engaging and distinctive style, using clear organization and structure, while shaping grammar and mechanics for various audiences and genres. 
 
Compose a rich variety of texts, including creative pieces, polished literary academic writing, and professional documents, applying digital publishing skills and traditional formats. 
	Apply college-level writing skills by demonstrating coherent, clean, and focused writing in formats appropriate to the discipline. 

	Additional Course Learning Goals: 
	Apply college-level reading skills by reading closely, paraphrasing text, and interpreting meaning of primary sources in context of scholarly sources. 





Course Grading:
Case Reports: 35%
Midterm Project: 20%
Final Essay: 45%

Course Assessments and Assignments

Case Reports: Because this is a particularly fast-paced course, you will not be required to write a reaction paper for each and every class period. Instead, you will create a Case Report for each of the five cases we examine this semester. Case Reports should be 4-5 pages long and must include all of the following elements: 

1. Summary of the case
2. Analysis of the true crime text(s) we have examined
3. Reflection on the case
4. References
You may use AI to help you organize your class notes and thoughts on the case, but because much of this assignment is designed to help you demonstrate proficiency in the materials, you should not use AI to produce the written portions. Case Reports will be graded holistically using a rubric. Please see the prompt sheet on Canvas for additional information. 

Midterm Report: You may choose to complete the midterm project in one of two formats: 

Option 1: Field Trip Report: Attend a class trip to Boston’s Crime Tour and write a 2-3 page essay describing your experience as connected to what you have learned so far int his course. Only 8 slots will be reserved for students in this course, and preference will be given to Humanities majors (English, History, Pre-Law, Global Studies). 

Option 2: Red Handed Report: Listen to an episode of the Red Handed podcast and write a 2-3 page essay describing the case covered and the elements of creative nonfiction used. 

You should not use AI for this assignment, because it is designed to help you build skills in active listening, reporting, and writing. Midterm projects will be graded holistically using a rubric. Please see the prompt sheet on Canvas for additional information. 

Final Essay: The final essay in this course will be a 10-12 page essay focusing on one historical criminal or crime and analyzing the techniques of the nonfiction genre that we have discussed this semester. You will be expected to incorporate both primary and secondary sources, including those from peer reviewed academic journals, as well as a clear literature review. Depending on your major and interest, you may emphasize media, legal, or cultural aspects of the crime. In order to emphasize the communication skills necessary to demonstrate competency at the junior level, the project will be broken down into pieces and spread across the semester, including the topic proposal, preliminary bibliography, literature review, rough draft, and final draft. 

You may use AI for brainstorming and preliminary research, but you should not use it to write your assignments. The goal of the final essay is to review and practice research and writing skills at the upper level, craft a thesis-driven bibliographic essay, and demonstrate understanding of course concepts.  In order to emphasize the recursive nature of the writing process and encourage risk-taking in writing, the topic proposal, preliminary bibliography, literature review, and rough draft will be graded based on completion and you will be provided will feedback from your instructor for revision. The final draft will be graded holistically using a rubric. Please see Canvas for additional information. 

Extra Credit: You may earn extra credit toward the Case Reports grade by completing any or all of the following. You may complete up to one of each. This is extra credit, so please do not use AI for any part of the assignment. 

1. Attend The Play That Goes Wrong with Q&A on Saturday, October 28 between 2 and 5PM. You must stay for the full event, including the Q&A panel in order to earn the extra credit. If you are performing in or otherwise working on the show, you must still attend the Q&A. 
2. Complete and briefly present an original creative project inspired by one of our cases this semester. Projects might include a choreographed dance, an original song, a poem, a short story, a painting, etc. Please let your instructor know ahead of time if you would like to present a creative project in class. 
3. Read a true crime book from the approved list on Canvas (see Modulesà Assignment Instructions) and give a 5-10 minute presentation on it in class. You must let your instructor know ahead of time which book you would like to read and when you would like to present on it. 
Late Work Policy:  

Every assignment in this course builds on every previous assignment, so it is vital that you submit all work on time. However, sometimes life happens, so all deadlines are flexible only if you communicate with your instructor prior to the deadline using the following email template. You do not need to offer an excuse, but you do need to provide a reasonable estimate (within a week) of when you are able to complete the assignment. If you do not communicate in writing ahead of the deadline, you will earn no credit for the assignment. (Exceptions will be made on a case-by-case basis for emergencies that prevent you from communicating, such as power outages or illness.) 

Please note that perfectionism is not a valid excuse for late work! Turning in something is infinitely better than turning in nothing!  

Email template to request an extension:

Dear Dr. Faber, 

I would like to request an extension in [Course Name and Section] for [name of assignment]. The original due date is [date/time], and I can complete it by [date/time]. 

Thank you, 
[your name]

Technology Use

Artificial Intelligence:  Unless otherwise specified in assignment instructions, you are welcome and encouraged to use artificial intelligence platforms such as ChatGPT ONLY for pre-writing (outlining, understanding challenging readings, defining terminology), brainstorming, and locating sources. You should not use AI to produce your assignments or otherwise perform tasks that you are expected to be able to do or learn to do on your own. In short, you are here to learn, not to cut corners. ChatGPT isn’t taking this course; you are. Please take that responsibility seriously.

Your instructor will make every effort to be transparent in describing why you must complete each assignment, what skills you will develop, and what contexts it is appropriate to use AI as a tool for completing the assignments. 

Laptops: This course is technology-dependent, so you should bring a laptop/tablet and charger to every class session. Please remember that anyone sitting near you can see what’s on your screen, and it’s unfair to distract them by browsing the internet, playing games, or otherwise using your device for non-class purposes.  

Smartphones: Please turn your phone on silent and put it in your bag for the duration of the class period. If your instructor has to ask you to put your phone away more than twice in a class period, you will be asked to leave for the day. This is not a punishment, but an acknowledgement that you are not in the head space to participate in the class session. 

Attendance and Participation

1. Attendance: You are expected to arrive on time and be prepared for each and every class session, unless you are sick or have some other engagement that you cannot miss. 

Do not come to class if you are sick, physically or mentally. Take care of your body and mind by resting when you need it!
Missing class for any reason will count as an absence. There are no excused absences in this course. 

You may take up to 4 absences with no questions asked. If you arrive to class after roll has been called, you will be counted as absent, unless you have notified your instructor ahead of time.

If you cannot come to class or you know you will be arriving late, please notify the instructor by e-mail or Teams message. Communication is key here—you do not ever have to explain why you’re missing class, but your instructor wants to make sure that you are safe and receiving the care you need, so please be in touch. 

If you do need to miss class, it is your responsibility to notify your instructor, download any missed assignments from Canvas, and get lecture/discussion notes from a classmate. Missing class does not excuse you from submitting the assigned homework in a timely fashion.

Email template to notify your instructor of an absence:

Dear Dr. Faber, 

I am unable to come to [Course, Section] today, [date]. [Insert reasoning only if you feel comfortable sharing.] I will check the syllabus/Canvas for any missed notes and assignments as well as check in with a classmate for notes. 

I have already submitted my homework due today OR I will submit the homework due today by [date/time]. 

Thank you,
[your name]

2. Participation: Participation includes the completion of all assigned readings/screenings/listenings, any in-class and online discussion, in-class writing, activities, or quizzes, peer review assignments, and attendance in individual and/or group conferences with your instructor.  All assigned readings should be completed before coming to class so that you can participate fully in class discussions. You are, of course, not required to like everything you read, but you should be able to respond to and discuss it in a clear, critical fashion. 

Your participation will not be graded so you have the space to be as active or inactive as you need in the classroom. However, please keep in mind that learning is an active process, and the benefit of being in a small class at a small college is that you have the ability to ask questions, engage in hands-on activities, and explore important ideas. Take advantage of the opportunity! 
Other Important Information

1. Academic Honesty:  All Dean College students are expected to understand the meaning of academic honesty, and to behave in accordance with the College’s policies on academic honesty as published in the online student code of conduct.  

2. Accessibility and Accommodations:  Dean College is committed to a diverse, equitable, and inclusive environment. If you are experiencing difficulties accessing course work which interrupts your learning experience, Accessibility Services can provide resources and/or reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities, as granted in the ADA. Early planning is essential, so please feel free to make any matters known as soon as possible. Contact the Accessibility Services Office at 508-541-1942 or accessibility@dean.edu. See your professor if you need assistance contacting the Accessibility Services Office.

3. Credit Hour:  Dean College complies fully with the New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE) definition of a credit hour: a credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutional established equivalence that reasonably approximates not less than:  (1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester hour of credit, or ten to twelve weeks for one-quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time; or (2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours.

4. Recording Policy:
a. Dean College strictly prohibits students from any photographing, videotaping or other recording of all or any portion of any class without the express permission, in advance, from the presiding faculty member. This means that students may not take pictures, record video images or make any audio recording of any portion of a class, lecture, lab, seminar or other academic exercise without the express permission, in advance, of the professor. This also means that students may not upload or distribute any such picture, video image or audio recording of a class session without the express permission, in advance, of the professor. Any permission to make or use any such recording shall be strictly limited to the specific purpose for which that permission is granted. Any request for permission to make recordings as a disability accommodation must be presented, in advance, to the Accessibility Services Office. Students who violate this policy or who aid or encourage another person in violating this policy will be subject to discipline up to and including dismissal. For the full policy, please see the current Dean College Academic Catalog.
b. In recognition of possible technical interruptions online, synchronous class sessions will be recorded and will be posted to Canvas, and only be available for students enrolled in that class. All recordings will be deleted at the end of the term. Students are permitted to view these recordings for educational purposes only, as related solely to this class. Students are expressly prohibited from posting, publishing, quoting from or forwarding, in whole or in part, these recordings. 

5. Changes:  Please note that this syllabus is subject to change.  




Course Outline (subject to change):
	Date
	Topic
	Due by Class Time

	Week 1

	T 9/5

	Welcome + Info Survey + Intro to True Crime
	· None

	R 9/7
	Foundations of True Crime
	· Read “True Crime Glossary”
· Read “Why Are We So Obsessed with True Crime?” 
· Read “The Bloody History of the True Crime Genre”

	Week 2

	T 9/12

	Case 1: Clutter Family Murders
	· Read In Cold Blood Part 1

	R 9/14

	Case 1: Clutter Family Murders
	· Read In Cold Blood Part 2

	Week 3

	T 9/19
	Case 1: Clutter Family Murders
	· Read In Cold Blood Part 3

	R 9/21

	Case 1: Clutter Family Murders
	· Read In Cold Blood Part 4

	Week 4

	T 9/26

	Case 1: Clutter Family Murders
	· Final Essay Topic Proposal
· Read “Visions and Revisions: Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood” by Jack de Bellis

	R 9/28

	Case 2: Tate/LaBianca Murders
	· Case Report 1
· Read Helter Skelter Parts 1&2

	Week 5

	T 10/3
	Case 2: Tate/LaBianca Murders
	· Read Helter Skelter Parts 3&4

	R 10/5

	Case 2: Tate/LaBianca Murders
	· Read Helter Skelter Part 5&6

	Week 6

	T 10/10
	Case 2: Tate/LaBianca Murders 
	· Final Essay Preliminary Bibliography
· Read Helter Skelter Parts 7, 8, & Epilogue

	R 10/12
	Case 2: Tate/LaBianca Murders
	· Read “Charles Manson and His Family: Human Monsters, Human Mutants,” by Lesley McLean and Jenny Wise

	Week 7

	T 10/17
	Case 2: Tate/LaBianca Murders
	· No homework—we will continue the Helter Skelter activity. 

	R 10/19
	Case 3: Ted Bundy
	· Midterm Project
· Case Report 2
· Read The Stranger Beside Me chapters 1-13 

	Week 8

	T 10/24
	Case 3: Ted Bundy
	· Read The Stranger Beside Me chapters 14-26 
· Read The Stranger Beside Me chapters 27-39

	R 10/26
	Case 3: Ted Bundy
	· Read The Stranger Beside Me chapters 27-39 

	Week 9

	T 10/31
	Case 3: Ted Bundy
	· Read The Stranger Beside Me chapters 40-49 + Epilogue + Afterword + Last Chapter Pt. 1 + Last Chapter Pt. 2 


	R 11/2
	Case 4:  Hae Min Lee Murder 
	· Read “’Being a Fangirl of a Serial Killer Is Not OK: Gatekeeping Reddit’s True Crime Community” by Judith Fathallah 
· Final Essay Literature Review

	Week 10

	T 11/7
	Case 4: Hae Min Lee Murder
	· Case Report 3
· Listen to Serial episodes 1-4 

	R 11/9
	Case 4: Hae Min Lee Murder
	· Listen to Serial episodes 5-8 Listen to Serial episodes 9-12

	Week 11

	T 11/14
	Case 4: Hae Min Lee Murder
	· Listen to Serial episodes 9-12 

	R 11/16
	Case 4: Hae Min Lee Murder

	· Read “Digital Seriality and Narrative Branching: the Podcast Serial, Season One” by Mariann Hardey and Simon James 

	Week 12

	T 11/21
	Case 5: The Central Park Five
	· Final Essay Rough Draft (no late submissions accepted)
· [watching a video in class]

	R 11/23
	Thanksgiving Break
	· NO CLASS

	Week 13

	T 11/28
	Case 5: The Central Park Five
	· Case Report 4
· Read Better Not Bitter Introduction – chapter 4

	R 11/30
	Case 5: The Central Park Five
	· Read Better Not Bitter chapters 5-8

	[bookmark: _Hlk122086521]Week 14

	T 12/5
	Case 5: The Central Park Five
	· Read Better Not Bitter chapters 9-12

	T 12/7
	In Class Revision Day
	· Case Report 5

	Week 16

	T 12/12 10:30AM
	Final Presentations 
	· Final Essay
· 2 Minute Final Essay Presentation
· Extra Credit
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