AI Policy
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(adapted from ideas in Teaching with AI by Jose Antonio Bowen and C. Edward Watson)

General Grading Rubric
Below is the general grading rubric for this course. Please see Canvas for specific assignment rubrics and the AI policy below. 
· A-level work (90-100): Assignments are exceptionally well-crafted, thoughtfully researched with a mix of credible secondary popular and scholarly sources, include new or compelling ideas that are thoroughly developed, and offer relevant textual evidence with accompanying analysis. 
· B-level work (80-89): Assignments are well-crafted, thoughtfully researched with credible popular secondary sources but few scholarly sources, include new or compelling ideas that need further development, and offer relevant textual evidence that may need further analysis. 
· C-level work (70-79): Assignments are hastily crafted, foundationally researched and cited with some credible secondary sources but few to no scholarly sources, include new or compelling ideas that are poorly explained, and offer some textual evidence that needs further analysis. 
· D-level work (60-69): Assignments are sloppily crafted, chaotically researched and cited with many tertiary sources, include rote information, and offer minimal textual evidence. 
· AI-level work (50 and below): Assignments are vague, generic, poorly researched, include factually inaccurate information, and offer little relevant textual evidence. 
Unsubmitted and late work without approved extension will earn no credit. 


Technology Use

Artificial Intelligence: If you want to be competitive in the job market, you now need to be better at reading, writing, researching, and critical thinking than Large Language Model AIs such as Chat GPT.  You can develop these skills throughout your time here at Dean, including the assignments you will complete in this course. To set the bar for outpacing AI, submitted work that exhibits the characteristics of AI-generated writing are the standard for a failing grade in this course. AI-level work is defined as any assignment that is vague, generic, poorly researched, includes factually inaccurate information, and offers little relevant textual evidence. Submitted work that exhibits these characteristics—whether you wrote them with AI or not—will earn a maximum of 50% credit. Please see the General Rubric above and the assignment-specific rubrics on Canvas for further detail.

With that said, you are not expressly banned from using AI for your assignments, and I even encourage you to use AI as one tool among many in your writing process (e.g. brainstorming topic ideas, writing a first draft, proofreading, transforming your paper into a presentation, and other tasks that augment your own skills and thoughts). 

Laptops: This course is technology-dependent, so you should bring a laptop/tablet and charger to every class session. Please remember that anyone sitting near you can see what’s on your screen, and it’s unfair to distract them by browsing the internet, playing games, or otherwise using your device for non-class purposes.  

Smartphones: Please turn your phone on silent and put it in your bag for the duration of the class period. If your instructor has to ask you to put your phone away more than twice in a class period, you will be asked to leave for the day. This is not a punishment, but an acknowledgement that you are not in the head space to participate in the class session. 

